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Common Misconceptions about Climate Change

Misconception 1: The climate is changing
due to natural variability rather than
human activity.
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Misconception 2: Climate change is a
deeply contested issue among scientists.
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Misconception 3: Climate change will
bring many benefits.
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Misconception 4: There are discrepancies
in the measurements of climate change.
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Misconception 5: Predictions of climate
change are based on super computer
modelling of very complex sets of data.
This kind of modelling is well known to
have serious flaws.
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Misconception 6: We should wait and see
who is right and then act.
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Misconception 7: If we take premature
action we will disrupt the global economy.
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Misconception 8: Climate change won’t
affect Australia greatly.
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Misconception 9: It is governments and
business that need to act. There is little an
ordinary citizen can do.
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Misconception 10: We should take action
on climate change only when China and
India commit to international emission
reduction targets.
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